WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DIE WITHOUT MAKING A WILL?

When someone dies without a Will their Estate – all their assets and belongings – are distributed according to laws governing intestacy.  However, distribution may not fulfil your wishes.



Your husband/wife inherits everything.





Your Estate is shared equally between your children or grandchildren (if your children have already died)


See Note 1 below











 





ARE YOU MARRIED?


NB: If spouse dies within 28 days then treat as ‘NO’.





Do you have children?


(See note 1 below)





Is your personal estate worth more than £125,000?





NO





YES





YES





NO





Your Estate is shared equally between your parents.





Are your parents still alive?





NO





YES





Your Estate is shared equally between your brothers and sisters.  If siblings have already died then nephews and nieces take their place in the distribution of your Estate.  See note 1 below





Do you have any brothers, sisters, nephews or nieces living?


(See note 1 below)





NO





YES





Do you have children?





YES





YES





Your husband/wife inherits the first £125,000 plus personal belongings and a life interest (income only) in half of what is left. The remaining half is divided equally between the children when they reach 18, or earlier if they marry. Children also inherit what is left of the Estate when the surviving parent dies.





Your Estate is shared equally between your grandparents.





Are any of your grandparents still alive?





NO





YES





Your Estate is shared equally between your aunts & uncles. If they have already died, cousins take their place in the distribution of your Estate.  See note 1 below





Do you have any aunts, uncles or cousins?  (See note 1 below)





Do you have any parents, brothers, sisters, nephews or nieces living?





Your husband/wife inherits the first £200,000, plus personal belongings and half of what is left. The rest goes to surviving parents,  or to brothers and sisters (if not alive then to nephews/ & nieces).





NO





YES








YES





CROWN TAKES ALL





Your husband/wife inherits everything





NO





NO





NO





Do you have any aunts, uncles or cousins? 





NO





NO





CROWN TAKES ALL





Your husband/wife inherits everything





Notes:


Members of younger generations are also entitled to inherit if older generations have already died.   2) This flow-chart only applies to people domiciled (living mainly) in England & Wales at the time of death. It is only intended as a brief guide and is not a definitive summary of intestacy law. For example, it does not cover half-blood relationships, although intestacy rules do cover them. It is based on our understanding of the law at September 1998. Neither Sovereign Will & Probate Services Ltd or Fryer Chandler & Co. solicitors, nor any of their agents or representatives accepts responsibility for any reliance which may be placed upon it.  3) The term ‘children’ includes illegitimate and adopted children, but not step-children, unless legally adopted. 4)  ‘Personal belongings’ excludes property.














